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The Soviet people and their scientists are filled with the common
desire to defend the liberty and independence of their country.
T. D. LYSENKO :  In Defence of Civilization
against Fascist Barbarism.
In common with the scientists of other countries, we Soviet
scientists consider ourselves heirs and guardians of the cultural
values created by mankind throughout history.
The cultural progress of the various peoples of the Soviet
Union has always been our special concern. We restore their
material and spiritual treasures and monuments. We join in
honouring their best thinkers, poets, and scientists, and assist
them in raising their cultural level, at the same time preserving
and developing their own national characteristics.
LINA STERN : In Defence of Civilization
against Fascist Barbarism.
The latest figure of the total population of the Union is 193
millions. Among these millions of people we have something
like 180 different languages, of which the more important number
70. I mean languages and not dialects.
Our newspapers are printed in 70 different languages, and so
are our text-books for the schools. Our theatres give perform-
ances in 45 different languages. The Russians proper, numbering
roughly 100 millions, or approximately a little more than half
the total population, constitute the largest single nation in the
Soviet Union.
M. MAISKY, at the opening of the Russian
Course for Teachers, 1942.
The Central Committee ascertains that, as a result of the
successes of Socialist construction, literature and art have, in
the past few years, exhibited a considerable growth, both in
quality and quantity.
Some years ago, when literature was still under the strong
influence of certain alien elements, which were particularly
flourishing in the first years of New Economic Policy, and when
the ranks of Proletarian literature were still comparatively feeble,
the Party helped, by every means in its power, the creation of